Dragon stories

Tell the class why Chinese new year celebrations traditionally involve loud music, dancing in the streets and firecrackers.

Background information

Traditionally, a Chinese legend told how long ago the people living on the banks of the Yellow River were plagued by a fierce monster which regularly ravaged their crops and homes. The people noticed that the monster’s attacks conformed to a pattern the monster always appeared after the sun had shone 365 times. They also discovered that it was afraid of bright lights, loud noises and the colour of red. When the monster’s next attack was due, the people lit all the lamps in their houses, hung red curtains over the doors and played loudly on drums and gongs. They danced in the streets, setting off volleys of firecrackers. This ritual has been repeated every 365 days ever since, right down to the present day. As for the monster, it has never been seen again from that day to this.

Write your own dragon story.

Make a collage of a dragon with a friend.

Make a dragon head from paper mashe
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