Panda’s

Giant Pandas Need More Habitat
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A Giant Panda in China


April 22, 2003 — Giant pandas in China's Qinling Mountains require new habitat and wildlife corridors if they are to survive, said a study published in the April 2003 issue of Conservation Biology.

The approximately 200 giant pandas living in Qinling are finding it difficult to travel from one reserve to another because their remaining habitat is so fragmented, said the study conducted by the WWF.

"Our study called for the creation of an additional three reserves and noted the need to link two existing unprotected habitat regions," said Colby Loucks, senior conservation scientist with WWF and senior author of study, in a press release.

Name: Giant Panda (Ailuropoda melanoleuca) 
Primary Classification: Ursidae (Bears) 
Location: The Sichuan, Gansu and Shanxi provinces in central China. 
Habitat: Temperate bamboo forests. 
Diet: Bamboo (almost exclusively.) 
Size: Up to 6 ft in length and 250 lbs in weight. 
Description: Black fur on ears, eye patches, muzzle, legs and shoulders. White fur everywhere else. Thick, woolly coat. Broad, round face and flat nose. Large molars. Round, protruding ears. Round body with short, sturdy limbs. 
Cool Facts: Mothers will eat their cubs' stools to eliminate any evidence of their presence, thereby avoiding potential predators. They need to eat more than 22 lbs of bamboo per day to satisfy their daily requirement of nutrients. 
Conservation Status: Endangered 
Major Threat: Habitat loss and poaching. 
What Can I Do?: Visit the World Wildlife Fund and The Hong Kong Society for Panda Conservation for information on how you can help. 

